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Welcome all visitors and their families who may be 

worshipping with us this morning through  

live stream.  We pray that you will feel the 

presence of God’s Holy Spirit as we worship.  

 

St. James United Church, Woodstock, N.B. 

Order of service for December 24, 2021, 7:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve  

  

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcement 

Declaration of Good News: Isaiah 9:6–7. 

 

Opening Carol: VU #60 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 

Call to Worship 

Like the shepherds, we come to the stable, uncertain of what we 

have heard and seen, 

longing to hear a word of peace and joy. 

 

Like the wise ones, we have journeys to make, gifts to offer, and 

hope in our hearts, 

that this world can change for the better. 

 

Here, in the stillness of a winter’s night, we gather to share the 

light of Christ, a light that shines in the nightfall. 

We gather in the wonder of this night to share our joy and 

thanks for new life. 

 

 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and 

a Healthy and Happy New Year. 

 

I would like to take a moment to wish you a 

very Merry Christmas.  

During this season, we will be celebrating Hope, 

Peace, Love and Joy;  

I pray that all four of these would fill your life 

in every way this Christmas and beyond.  

I am grateful to God. This Christmas, as in all 

previous years, we celebrate “Immanuel” (God 

with us). Without Christ’s presence among us 

we would be lost. Through God’s presence 

working within us we are being healed, 

transformed, reconciled and made whole. I pray 

you have a fantastic Christmas. 

  

To Church Volunteers: 

I would like to take a moment to say thank you.  

I am so grateful for how you have served so 

sacrificially this past year.   

Whether it’s leading groups; shepherding 

children; serving coffee; setting up for worship; 

playing music; serving on a mission trip, or any 

one of the countless other (usually unseen) tasks 

that keep our community running, I am 

grateful.  

Thank you so much for all you do!   

 

Rev. Adekunle Adeniyi and family. 
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Communion Hymn: VU # 467 “One Bread, One Body.” 

 

Sharing of the Bread and Wine 

Jesus is our Lord: The Bread of Life 

Jesus is our Lord: The Wine of Life 

 

Prayer after Communion  

God of shepherds and kings, guide us by your light. Lead us to 

the mangers of this world, where uncertainty is met with the 

renewed life and the transformation of this world is most 

deeply felt in love, one with another. Be with us on this most 

wondrous of nights, we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen. Our Father 

who art in heaven… 

 

Sharing the Christ Light: VU #67 Silent Night, Holy Night  

 

Blessing and Benediction 

From this house to yours, may you share in the gifts of this season. 

May love, the promise of generations, attend you. Joy, the gift of 

life together, fill you. Peace, the desire of neighbor and nations, 

find you. Hope, the horizon of faith, sustain you. And may a very 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year be yours.   Amen. 

 

Postlude: We wish you, a merry Christmas (3 times) 

     And a happy new year. 

 

The bulletin tonight is dedicated in loving memory of 

Helen and Richard Likely by Ken and Janet Nichols. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT The congregation of Saint James 

United Church strives to be a welcoming, caring, committed 

family of people from all ages and walks of life who come together 

in fellowship with each other and our Creator God.   

We endeavor to respect each other’s differences and abilities, to 

follow the way of Jesus, and to be open to the work of the Holy 

Spirit in us and through us, for the ultimate enrichment of our faith, 

our community and our world. 

 

Lighting the Advent Wreath 

Enter with your vulnerabilities and with your whole self just as you 

are. 

We come seeking hope. 

The first Advent candle is lit. 

Come, with your brokenness. 

We come seeking peace and healing. 

The second Advent candle is lit. 

Come, with your desire for new life. 

We come seeking joy. 

The third Advent candle is lit. 

Come, with your desire to love and to be beloved. 

We come seeking love. We come to prepare the way of love. 

The fourth Advent candle is lit. 

Come at God’s invitation this night. 

We come to welcome the Christ child. Tonight, hope, peace, 

love and joy are found in a manger and throughout the world. 

The Christ candle is lit.  

 

Opening Prayer 

Dear God, you have brought us together tonight, open our eyes 

to the light of Christ which glows in the darkness of a world, 

full of pain and loss. Speak to us now that we may hear the 

good news of your salvation. Bring us into the wonder of your 

presence, for we pray in Jesus Christ’s name. Amen. 

A Service of Lessons and Carols 

The First Lesson: Genesis 1:26–2:4 

Carol: VU #1 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (select verses). 

 

The Second Lesson: Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 

Carol: VU #62 “Once in Royal David’s City” 

 

The Third Lesson: Luke 2:1–20 

Carol: VU #50 “He Is Born.”  

 

 

 



 

The Fourth Lesson: Luke 1:26–35 

Carol: VU #48 “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing.” 

 

The Fifth Lesson: John 1:1–14 

Carol: VU #59 “Joy to the World.”  

 

Reflection:  

Offering Time 

Dear God, we sing with the angels to celebrate the tremendous 

gift of your Son Jesus! You give us wonderful joy and peace in 

our Savior. As we bring our offerings, we ask that our lives 

would reflect your joy and generosity. We pray through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hymn: VU #43 “Go, tell it on the mountain.” 

 

Christmas Eve Communion 

God be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to God.  

Let us give thanks to God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

 

The New Creed   Affirmation of Faith. 

 

We believe in God: 

who has created and is creating, 

who has come in Jesus, 

the Word made flesh, 

to reconcile and make new, 

who works in us and others 

by the Spirit. 

We trust in God. 
We are called to be the Church: 

 

 

 

 

to celebrate God's presence, 

to live with respect in Creation, 

to love and serve others, 

to seek justice and resist evil, 

to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

God is with us. We are not alone. 

Thanks be to God 

 

God of all times and places, we gather at your table of grace to 

recall your vision of hope for all people and for your world. 

Through Abraham and Sarah, you revealed your promise in the 

surprise of a child. Through your prophets, you called your people 

to make way for peace and justice. In Jesus, you revealed your way 

of forgiveness and love. As we gather to share this sign of hope 

and fulfillment, we remember Jesus, the child born into obscurity, 

amid fear and uncertainty. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.   

 

We remember Jesus, the One who blazed a new and risky path of 

extravagant generosity and of passionate concern: temple-shaker, 

world-maker, rule-breaker, risk-taker; the author and finisher of 

our faith. We remember Jesus’ self-giving love and the offer of 

himself for others, even those who gave him over to death.  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

On that night, in the midst of great confusion and fear, Jesus broke 

bread with friends, saying, “This is my body, which I give for you 

and for all. When you do this, remember me.”  

With a blessing, he took the cup and offered it to them saying: 

“This cup is God’s covenant which is given for all. When you 

drink this, remember me.”  

Come to us, life-giving Spirit of God. Bless these gifts, and what 

we do here, so that we might sing your song of love for your 

people and for your world.  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  


