
                                The Power of Choice: Jeremiah 32: 1-3, 6-15. 

Have there been times in your life when you lay awake at night and couldn’t 

sleep? Looking at the ceiling and wondering what your life could have been if you had 

made different choices? I know I did. Our life depends on our preferences. Have you ever 

examined your choices and decisions and those you should have made? Have you ever 

considered why you did do this or did not do that? God has given human beings the 

ability to make decisions on their own. To choose is to decide. We select our breakfast, 

clothes, and speed; we make thousands of choices daily. A robot or puppet can not make 

choices, and God did not make us like them. The power to choose is a gift of God and, 

like all power in man’s hands, is subject to abuse. 

This morning’s passage is about a choice that prophet Jeremiah made in the face of 

incarceration amid other prophets who were telling the kings what he wanted to hear. 

Jeremiah chooses to be the mouth of God; unique, he refuses to compromise the message 

of God and lick the “sweet soup” of King Zedekiah. He chose not to thwart, adjust, or 

sugar coated the prophecy so that he may be on the King's good side like other prophets.  

  

1. Jeremiah chooses to be imprisoned: Verse 3, “Now Zedekiah king of Judah had 

imprisoned him there, saying, “Why do you prophesy as you do? You say, ‘This is what 

the LORD says: I am about to give this city into the hands of the king of Babylon, and he 

will capture it.” This message got Jeremiah thrown into prison. King Zedekiah didn’t like 

that Jeremiah told people that the Babylonians would succeed in conquering the city that 

Zedekiah and others tried so hard to defend.  

2. Jeremiah chooses to buy the land (from prison): Verse 9, “so I bought the field at 

Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel and weighed seventeen shekels of silver for him.” 

Because God told him to do it, Jeremiah bought a piece of property that was, in standard 

terms, an unwise investment. The Babylonian army occupied Anathoth, surrounded the 

walls of Jerusalem, and was ready to complete their conquest of the area. Jeremiah knew 

they would succeed, and when they did, his title to the land would be useless because the 

Babylonians would soon control everything. Yet because God commanded him, he made 

a choice and bought the property. 

3. Jeremiah chooses to believe God despite all odds, verses 13-15, “In their presence, I 

gave Baruch these instructions: ‘This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: 

Take these documents, both the sealed and unsealed copies of the deed of purchase, and 

put them in a clay jar so they will last a long time. For this is what the LORD Almighty, 

the God of Israel, says: Houses, fields and vineyards will again be bought in this land.” 

Jeremiah charged Baruch to keep the deeds of the land because verse 15 was the promise 

of God and the purpose for an otherwise foolish investment. Jeremiah was sure that the 

Babylonians would conquer Jerusalem and Judah, yet he was sure God would restore her. 

The property purchased from the prison expressed confidence in God’s promise that the 

land would be possessed again. 
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Much in today's world can make us choose anxiety over the future; climate change, a 

wavering economy, wars, rumours of wars, nuclear proliferation that has the potential to 

bring an end to life, earthquakes, hurricanes, tsunamis, and other natural disasters. Also, 

tyrants ruled country after country, increased hostility among nations and religious 

groups, to name a few.  

Today’s passage reminds us that God is interested in the future destiny of humankind. 

Even when the catastrophe was imminent, Jeremiah chose to make an audacious and 

specific financial act, symbolizing God’s declaration. He also activates the future in the 

present through the symbolic act of purchasing a field. Perilous times require the faithful 

to choose to put into embodied action the hope that God has announced, which is already 

here, but not yet. 

Finally, faithfulness often calls us to make a choice that seems contrary to common sense. 

Today you may not be imprisoned for your faith, but you can choose to believe that your 

future is in God’s hand. You may make what seems like odds choices about spending 

money. You may choose to treat poor people differently. You may choose to be different. 

The best choice you have ever made is having a relationship with Jesus Christ that helped 

Jeremiah through his challenges. If you have not done that before, you can do it now. 

 

  


